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left London for Dover, but owing to bad weather were
not able to start until 7th January, 1785.

There was a very light wind blowing and after about
two hours in the air the balloon began to sink. All ballast
was thrown overboard, together with the wings and
other apparatus Blanchard had brought with him, and
finally the balloon came so near the water that both
men began to strip themselves and put on their cork
jackets. Their spare clothing was thrown overboard,
and this final sacrifice enabled the balloon to rise again
and a successful landing was made in the Forest of
Guines, near Andres. It was the first crossing of the
Channel by air and the two balloonists were widely
feted and honoured.

Blanehard returned to England and continued to
make balloon ascents, and opened a Balloon and
Parachute Aerostatic Academy near Vauxhall. This
was not a success and lie returned to the Continent,
where he continued his balloon flights. On 26th
August, 1785, he made a flight of 300 miles. In 1793
he visited the United States and made the first balloon
flight in that country on 9th January. His last ascent,
recorded to have been his sixtieth flight, was in
February, 1808. He died in Paris on 7th March, 1809.

Blanchard's chief claim to fame is his numerous
balloon ascents when the art was yet in its infancy.
He was essentially a showman by nature, and though
he attained considerable skill in ballooning he contri-
buted little to the real science of the subject. His
constant exhibitions, however, drew the attention of
others to the air and the real possibilities of flight.
(See JEFFERIES, JOHN.)

BLERIOT, LOUIS (b. 1872). French aviation pioneer.
Louis Bleriot was born on 1st July, 1872, and trained
as an engineer. He began experimenting with models
in 1900 with a model of a flapping-wing machine, which
he succeeded in making fly in 1901. In the following
year he built a full-sized ornithopter. which was a
failure. He constructed a series of machines following
his first failure., but none were successful until his 1907
machine, fitted with a 20 h.p. engine, with which he
succeeded in making his first flight of 80 metres. On
31st October, 1908, he made a circular flight from Toury
to Artenay and back.

It was on 25th July, 1909, that Bleriot made his real
mark in aviation history when he made the first
crossing of the Channel in a heavier-than-air machine,
a monoplane known as Bleriot No. 11. The machine
had a 25 h.p. engine. On 27th July, 1929, Bleriot
again flew the Channel in one of his own machines to
take part in, the twentieth celebrations of his first flight.
This second machine had engines of 1000 h.p.

From his first big success in 1909 to August, 1914,
Bleriot at his aeroplane works had constructed over
800 aeroplanes of forty different types, an extremely
large figure for those days and a tribute to the efficiency
of his designs. At the end of 1918 the Bleriot works were
producing 18 aeroplanes a day. Since the War he has
designed a large number of successful military and civil
aeroplanes and seaplanes.

BOELCKE, Oswald (Hauptmann). Born in 1891.
Won the greatest reputation of any German airman in
the first two years of the War. He gained his first
victory on 4th July, 1915. His victories mounted to
a total of forty before he died as the result of an air
collision on 28th October, 1916. Among the British he
was known for his chivalry and kindliness to those he
made prisoner. No other German airman ever inspired
such intense personal love and adoration among his

comrades. A laurel wreath was dropped by parachute
beyond the German positions by the British Flying
Corps with the inscription: *{To the memory of Captain
Boeleke, our brave and chivalrous foe."

BOOTH, Squadron-Leader Ralph Sleigh, A.F.C.,
R.A.F. (b. 1895). British airship pilot. R. S. Booth
was born on 20th January, 1895, and entered the Navy.
He transferred to the Royal Naval Air Service (Airship
section), 1915, and in 1915-16 was in command of
SS 1, SS 12, and C 4 airships. In 1917 he was appointed
first officer of the R 24 and in 1918 to command the
airship station at Mullion. In 1924-26 be became first
officer and captain of the R 33 and in 1929-30 captain
of the R 100, in which he made a flight to Montreal and
back in 1930.

BRANCKER, Air Vice-Marshal Sir William Sefton,
K.C.B., F.R.Ae.S. (1877-1930). Late Director of
British Civil Aviation. W. S. Brancker was born on
27th March, 1877, and educated at Bedford and
Woolwich. He was commissioned in the Royal
Artillery in 1896, served in the South African War, and
was mentioned in dispatches. From 1903-12 he
served in India and during this period, in 1910, he
made his first flight as a military observer, on a Bristol
box-kite. He was fired with enthusiasm for air matters
and from that time devoted the whole of his dynamic
energy to it. He learnt to fly in June, 1913, and on the
outbreak of the Great War (1914r-lS) he was appointed
Deputy Director of Military Aeronautics. In 1916-17
he was Director of Air Organization; in 1917 Com-
mander R.F.C., Middle East; Major-General, R.A.F.,
1918; and Controller General of Equipment and Master
of Personnel on the Air Council, 1918.

At the end of the War he joined the late Mr. Holt
Thomas in the Aircraft Manufacturing Co., and in
August, 1919, he threw the whole of his. energies into
popularizing air transport. In May, 1922, he was
appointed Director of Civil Aviation, and began to
organize the great imperial air routes. He travelled
extensively over the proposed routes by air so that he
could personally report upon the difficulties, and was
chiefly instrumental in placing Imperial Airways on a
firm footing. Under his aegis every form of civil
aviation received direct and constant encouragement,
and he was present at nearly every important flying
meeting and set an example by flying on every possible
occasion to keep his engagements.
" He was created a K.C.B, in 1919, and Air Vice-
Marshal in the Reserve of Air Force officers in 1924.
He was a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society and
President in 1926-1927. -

Sir W. Sefton Brancker was one of the most remark-
able personalities in British aviation. A man of
astounding energy and enthusiasm, no man did as much
to build up the Royal Flying Corps as he did, and later,
as Director of Civil Aviation, he organized civil flying
in all its branches so that when he left it it was firmly
established. His death on 5th October, 1930, in the
disaster to the R 101 was a severe blow, He knew
everybody worth knowing in aeronautics throughout
the world and had the knack of making them believe
that British aviation was the best in the world. He
was a member of many international aviation com-
mittees, a President of the Institute of Transport, and
lectured and wrote on many aspects of aviation.

BREAREY, Frederick William (1816-1896). English
aviation pioneer. F. W. Brearey was born near Soar-
borough in 1816. His father was a friend of Sir George
Cayley, and this friendship ultimately led Brearey to>
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